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STATE MIGRATION CENTRE - BUSINESS MIGRANT NETWORK 
Statement by Minister for Small Business 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister for Small Business) [9.07 am]:  On 24 July last year we officially 
launched the government’s State Migration Centre at the Small Business Development Corporation.  The centre 
brought together all business migration and skilled migration services under the one roof.  Streamlining this 
service has meant that prospective business migrants need deal with only one organisation via one telephone 
number to one group of highly skilled business and migration personnel.  I am pleased to report that we have 
now expanded the centre’s services to include the new Business Migrant Network.  The network, which I will 
launch tonight, is a free online facility providing a strong framework of support for existing and newly arrived 
business migrants.  Everyone knows that it helps to have local knowledge when moving to a new place.  The 
Business Migrant Network will be that “friend in a foreign place” for business migrants moving to WA.  The 
network puts newly arrived business migrants in touch with those who have been in WA for some time.  It also 
provides links to the wider business community through face-to-face networking opportunities and by quickly 
and easily providing the contacts a business migrant might need.  Through the SBDC, the network also provides 
links with local, national and international business associations 
Western Australia is one of the most successful migrant societies in the world.  We have people from more than 
200 ethnicities, speaking 175 different languages and practising over 100 different religions.  For this reason, I 
believe the Business Migrant Network, and the SBDC, will be invaluable in welcoming and supporting business 
migrants to ensure that they quickly and efficiently find their way around.  In the past 12 months, staff from the 
SBDC have travelled to the United Kingdom, Ireland, China, India, Taiwan, Korea and the Netherlands to 
promote Western Australia through migration expos and workshops.  In that time, the SBDC has sponsored 425 
business migrants to come to WA.  According to the Department of Immigration and Citizenship, Western 
Australia attracts 23.3 per cent of all business migrants coming to Australia, the second highest state tally in the 
country.  With business migration intakes of this magnitude, the benefit to the WA economy over the next three 
years could be in the vicinity of $390 million in capital inflow, 950 new jobs created, 45 businesses in regional 
areas, 90 businesses exporting Western Australian products, and $190 million capital invested into businesses in 
this state. 
Western Australia continues to be one of the most popular destinations for business migrants choosing to move 
to Australia.  I believe that this initiative will make the settling-in process easier for business migrants and their 
families and will help them find their way in the world of business in WA. 
 


